to a different school or obtain tutoring if
their school’s test results continue to be

N

and/or intervention in both general and
special education.

substandard.

ELL (English-language learners) is a broad term used to describe
students whose second language is English—that is to say chil-
dren who are raised in homes where the main language spoken

is not English. ELL is now being used as a term to replace other,
more specific, categories, including students with limited english
proficiency (LEP), second-language learners (SLL), and English
as a Second Language (ESL).

IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) was created
to help ensure that children who have special needs, such as dys-
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Many states also have “named” tests and
programs to gauge students’ progress. From Virginia (SOLs) to
California (STAR), if you have a child in public school, you’ll
hear plenty about your state’s achievement tests, including in
which grades they’re given and what subject areas are covered.

Do you want to know more? Your school’s counselors can be a
great resource for educational information and can be particularly
helpful if you believe your child might have special educational
needs. You also can ask your child’s teacher, the principal, or
assistant principal and, if you’re just looking for general informa-
tion, your school or public librarian.
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